Issue 19: October 21, 2009


OEA Bargaining Update 

The money is there:  it’s a question of priorities!
OUSD receives $3,000 per student MORE than the average school 
district in California.  ($12,127 per pupil vs state average of $9,115)*
OUSD pays teachers more than $10,000 LESS than the average school 
district in California.   ($54,158 average salary vs. state average $65,452)*
*Data taken  as of 10/21/09 from Ed-Data, the California Department of Education data site, from figures supplied by the District.  Look it up (and a lot more) at Ed-data.k12.ca.us (Teacher Salary and Financial/General Fund Revenues pages)
   Quality Public Education is a Civil Right
          District Ends Progress in Mediation


After almost two years of bargaining, progress seemed possible.  On 10/8 and 10/9 both OUSD and OEA made proposals in mediation which were substantial modifications of previous positions.  The District then requested an additional mediation date so that they could give us a new proposal, which they hinted would be of considerable interest and importance. We agreed to meet today, Wednesday 10/21.  We were disappointed, disturbed and angry when the District presented its proposal--- the major items were the same as their previous proposal, with one exception in Adult Education.  The OEA team had been preparing for further proposals in mediation—but if the District continues with this stance, further progress in mediation, much less a tentative agreement,  is very unlikely.





The District says they want a settlement—but they’re not willing to make the proposals that could lead to one.  At the last school board meeting, OUSD’s flyer said “Teachers are underpaid..(and) we are exploring ways to increase teacher salaries…”  but in their actual proposal to the union, there is no such thing.  As they say, “Talk is cheap.”
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