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October 13, 2009

NEWS RELEASE
Contact: OEA President Betty Olson-Jones: 510-763-4020 x15 or 510-866-3676 (cell)
Oakland Teachers and Parents Demand that the District Spend More Money in the Classrooms
The Money is There… It’s a Question of Priorities!
OAKLAND:
This Wednesday, October 14, teachers across Oakland will picket and hand out flyers in front of their school sites before classes begin and/or after schools close in the afternoon. That afternoon, teachers and their supporters will rally in front of OUSD headquarters at 1025 2nd Ave from 5:00-5:30 p.m., at the start of the Board of Education Meeting.
The Oakland Education Association (OEA) has been in negotiations with the District for 20 months and without a new contract for over a year. Despite state budget cuts, Oakland teachers and parents feel it is high time that the OUSD reconsider its priorities when allocating funds. District administrators like Superintendent Tony Smith and State Trustee Vince Matthews often cry poverty, but the money is there. 

According to OEA President Betty Olson-Jones, “Oakland Unified spent $80 million last year alone on outside consultants. Yet the vast majority of these dollars did not go to improving working and learning conditions and providing livable salaries to retain experienced, excellent teachers in Oakland.” Under State control, the District’s debt to the state has risen from $40 million to $100 million. Over the same period teacher compensation has decreased when compared to inflation, students’ enrichment classes like art, music, and P.E. have been cut, counselors, nurses, and school psychologists have faced ever-growing case loads, and class sizes have increased. Early Childhood centers and Adult Education classes have been slashed. Citing issues such as the state’s annual increases in Cost-of-Living-Adjustments (COLA) to California school districts, a bloated and highly compensated upper administration, wasteful and duplicative academic math programs like Si Swun Math, and accounting gimmicks to remain within the law of 55% funding for classroom expenditures, the OEA is making the case that the money is there, it is a question of priorities!    
The OEA is calling on teachers, parents, students, and the community to help OUSD change the conversation from “There is NO money” to “The money is there, it’s a question of priorities!”
What?

8:00-8:30 Leafletting and Picketing at school sites (weather permitting)



5:00-5:30 Rally at 1025 2nd Avenue (rain or shine)

When?

Wednesday, October 14th
******************************************************************************

The 3,000-member Oakland Education Association is an affiliate of the California Teachers Association and the 3.2 million-member National Education Association 
