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1. What is March 4? Why and how are we participating?


March 4 is a Statewide Day of Action for Public Education and other essential services that grew out of the September 24, 2009 UC Berkeley strike against cutbacks and layoffs.  On March 4 we will stand with educators, students, parents, and community members across California to protest cuts to California public schools, colleges, and public services. It is time to demand that California fulfill Article 9 of its Constitution which declares that public education is a fundamental right of its residents. This means increased funding! It is time for corporations and wealthy Californians to pay their fair share! This Day of Action is endorsed by the California Teachers Association, Education Coalition of CA, Alameda Central Labor Council, SF Labor Council, CA Faculty Association, UC Student Association, Association of CA School Administrators, Oakland Unified School District, and many other statewide and local education related organizations.

OEA’s fight for a fair contract is part of the statewide movement for equity in funding for education and social services. Although we stand with OUSD on March 4 to say no to budget cuts, we continue to demand that the district re-align its priorities to give us a fair contract!

2. Why isn’t OEA striking on March 4? We voted overwhelmingly at our membership meeting to hold a one-day strike.

We are still in the fact-finding process. Fact-finding hearings are scheduled for February 22 and 23, and we anticipate a report will be issued on or about March 3. Once a fact-finding report is issued, the parties can accept or reject the advisory recommendations.  During this process, negotiations can continue. If no settlement is reached, the OEA Executive Board and Rep Council will set a strike date for a later time.
3. Can I leave school March 4 to participate in mass rallies and marches?

If you choose to take that day off, submit a request for a personal leave day in writing to your Site Administrator (Article 11.16). Follow the usual procedure for securing a substitute teacher to cover your class. The district has stated that they will not treat requests for personal leave on March 4 any differently than usual. 

If you leave school early to attend the rally at Frank Ogawa Plaza, be sure to notify your supervisor and then arrange for other teachers to cover your class, if necessary
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A Statewide Day of Action to Defend Public Education 
OEA’s Plan for Thursday, March 4, 2010 
Before Thursday, March 4*:
1. Talk with your students about California’s budget crisis and what that means for public schools. Ask them for their ideas of what excellent schools look like.
2. Distribute flyers to parents inviting them to join you on March 4.  Ask your OEA Rep for additional flyers and car signs to distribute to parents on March 4.

3. Make signs for informational picketing to be held at school sites on Thursday, March 4.

4. Have your students make signs for the mock “Disaster Drill”--as in “California’s budget is a disaster”-- on March 4 (see more details below and on the reverse side).

5. Notify parents if you plan to take your students on a “walking field trip” around your school neighborhood to publicize the “Disaster Drill”.
6. If you plan to attend the March 4 rally, request a personal day and follow the usual procedure for securing a substitute teacher to cover your class.

*All flyers and curriculum are available are OEA, from your site Rep, or at oaklandea.org.
On Thursday, March 4:
7:30 am
Everybody out in front of your school with signs, flyers and car signs for parents, wearing your OEA green T-shirts! Grow the Green!
9:15 am 
Participate in the statewide “Disaster Drill” (endorsed by CTA and OUSD). Throughout the state students and teachers will leave their classrooms for a mock “drill” to symbolize that California’s budget is a disaster! Have your students carry their signs out to the yard. If you can, arrange to take students on a walking field trip around the school neighborhood, or take them to the front of the school. Invite parents to join this drill to save and support public education. We will alert the media.
12-4 pm
Rally at Oakland’s Frank Ogawa Plaza with other union members, parents, students, and community. We want a sea of OEA green to highlight our strong opposition to budget cuts! 
5:00 pm
BART to San Francisco’s Civic Center for a huge rally against the cuts!
NO!











