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                    Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO
September 17, 2008
Dear Oakland Community Leader: 
We are writing to explain our position on this November’s parcel tax.  You may be surprised that educators would oppose Measure N.  Let us explain why we oppose Measure N, “Jack’s Tax,” on this November’s ballot. The facts:

Lack of public input, support, and accountability
· Sacramento State Superintendent of Schools Jack O’Connell slipped a tax increase onto the November ballot at the last moment with no public input. That’s why there’s no “opposed” statement in the voter pamphlet.

· As long as the state controls school district finances, there is NO assurance that public tax monies will go to teachers and students.
Charter school gravy train

· Measure N takes 15% off the top for elite privatized charter schools. This shortchanges the remaining 37,000 district students. It invites even more charters to Oakland to grab a greater share of Oakland’s public money.

· Oakland has the highest percentage of charter schools in the state.

· Like many urban districts, Oakland faces declining enrollment. Jack O’Connell’s obsession with charter schools is driving the district to bankruptcy.

· Charters are publicly funded but privately-run, and are not accountable to the public.

· Charter schools have not proven to be any more successful than traditional schools, in fact, U-Prep made national headlines for charter school failure.
No school runs on teachers alone!
· There’s not one penny in Measure N for essential support staff: Instructional Assistants, bilingual aides, food service workers, custodians, clerical workers, principals and skilled maintenance workers.
Why 2 taxes in 1 year?
· In February, voters in Oakland already passed a permanent parcel tax for schools.    Measure N is another regressive tax that taxes homeowners at the same rate as large developers and corporations. 
Wide Community Support is needed

· Community leaders are working toward a measure for the 2010 ballot that involves all stakeholders, keeps taxpayer money in public schools, and provides for all employees and students.
Measure N is bad public policy, bad education policy, and taxation without representation.  It’s unfair and it’s discriminatory. Teachers and school employees say, “N’” stands for “NO!”
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