OAKLAND’S TEACHERS and SCHOOL EMPLOYEES Say: 

“N” Stands for “NO!”

Measure N is bad public policy, bad education policy, 
and taxation without representation. 

If this parcel tax is supposed to help Oakland teachers, why are they strongly opposed?

State Superintendent Jack O’Connell’s scheme is wrong for our schools and community. “Jack’s Tax” on the November 4 ballot claims to generate $12 million over 10 years with a $120 annual parcel tax. This scheme would allot 85% of the funds generated to teacher salaries and 15% to charter school programs.
Lack of public input, support, and accountability is dangerous and insulting

· Alameda County Superintendent of Schools Sheila Jordan warns that it “makes no sense to put forward a flawed plan” like Measure N. She adds: “There is no clarity on how the money would be distributed to district teachers and the 15% allocated to charters is left entirely without direction.”

· Adding insult to injury, California State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell slipped this tax increase onto the November ballot at the last moment with no public input. That’s why there’s no “opposed” statement in the voter pamphlet.

· The state took control of Oakland Unified’s finances in 2003. As long as the state controls school district finances, there is NO assurance that public tax monies will go to teachers and students.

This blank check for charter schools will hurt other students

· Measure N takes 15% off the top for elite private charter schools. This shortchanges the remaining 37,000 district students. It invites even more charters to Oakland to grab a greater share of Oakland’s public money. Oakland already has the highest percentage of charter schools in the state!
· Charters are publicly funded but privately run, often discriminate in the students they select and keep, and are not accountable to the public.

· Like many urban districts, Oakland faces declining enrollment. Jack O’Connell’s obsession with charter schools is driving the district to bankruptcy.

· Charter schools have not proven to be any more successful than traditional schools. In fact, Oakland’s U-Prep made national headlines last year for charter school failure.

No school runs on teachers alone!
· There’s not one penny in Measure N for essential support staff: Instructional assistants, bilingual aides, food service workers, custodians, clerical workers, principals, skilled maintenance workers.
Funding public schools is the state’s duty – this would be the second parcel tax of 2008
· The state is responsible for funding public schools, not local taxpayers, who are already taxed for education. In February 2008, voters in Oakland generously passed a permanent parcel tax to invest in local schools.  Measure N is another regressive tax that taxes homeowners at the same rate as large developers and corporations. 

A better solution with wide community support is in the works

· Oakland community leaders are working toward a measure for a future ballot that involves all stakeholders, keeps taxpayer money in public schools, and provides for all employees and students.
Measure N is the wrong plan at the wrong time. 

 It’s unfair and it’s discriminatory.  Teachers and school employees say:

 “N” stands for “NO!”  VOTE NO on Measure N! 

For more information: www.OaklandEA.org or www.AlamedaLabor.org
A MESSAGE FROM: Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO; Oakland Education Association (Teachers Union); AFSCME #257, SEIU #1021-Oakland Classified School Employees Association; Building Trades and Construction Trades, United Administrators of Oakland Schools, CSEA; Oakland School Board President David Kakishiba, Vice-President Alice Spearman, Directors Chris Dobbins, Kerry Hamill, Greg Hodge, Gary Yee; Assemblyman Sandré Swanson.  

